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make possible, as well as the successful dairy
cooperative.

[At this point, a young woman asked a ques-
tion which was translated as follows.]

The Interpreter. She feels that, yes, if a
greater number of children in the village can
learn computers, definitely they can get bet-
ter jobs, but they would have to be provided
with greater opportunities there, which they
would have to struggle for or which the Gov-
ernment would have to provide for.

The President. Since I have been the
President of the United States, I have trav-
eled around the world and met in villages
like this in Africa and Latin America, China,
and now here in India. And my wife has done
even more than I have. And we try to invest
money in the education of girls to make sure
that girls and boys both have the same chance
to get an education. And this year we will
finance around the world about 2 million of
the kind of small loans you have been talking
about.

But we are looking more and more at try-
ing to make sure that every village has at least
one computer hookup like this, and you have
given me a lot of ideas. And I just want to
congratulate you for your courage and your
persistence. And I hope my coming here will
cause everyone in India to know about what
you are doing, and maybe more women will
follow your lead.

Q. My name is Chitra, and I wanted to
convey to you that, through the Women’s
Development Project, we are trying to create
awareness among young girls so that when
they grow older and they become women,
they do not have to face many of the prob-
lems that we, as children, had to face, espe-
cially related to our bodies, our sexuality, and
our noneconomic empowerment.

I think it is time to wind up. I will now
request Kanta Guswami to give you a smart
card, so that you can become a member of
the daily cooperative here. [Laughter]

[At this point, Kanta Guswami presented the
smart card.]

The President. I grew up in a place with
many dairy cows. And I know what hard work
it is. And I will always treasure this. And I
will put this up in the White House so that

people from all over the world will know I
have come here, and I can tell them the story
of what you are doing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in meet-
ing room A at Nayla Village, near Jaipur. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion With
Members of Village Council in Nayla
Village
March 23, 2000

Q. I have a question to ask. There is a
stereotypical image of Indians all over the
world as backward people. You have been
in India for a few days. How would you re-
spond to this? Do you think we are back-
ward? [Laughter]

The President. No. But what I hope my
trip will do is to help people all over the
world see India in a more complete way.
There are many people here who are poor,
but you are proving that democracy can be
used to lift the poor, can be used to end dis-
crimination against women and keep chil-
dren, girls and boys, in school, and can be
used to bring people of different tribes and
casts together. That is very important to me
and to my family, my wife, who has been
in Indian villages, and to our whole adminis-
tration.

What I think you should know is that the
problems you have here are problems that
people have faced all over the world. My own
country became independent from the Brit-
ish Empire in the 1780’s, and it was almost
150 years before women could even vote. It
was almost 100 years before the slaves were
freed, and more than another 100 years be-
fore they acquired equal rights, African-
Americans, under our laws.

And today, all over the world, there are
wars where people are being killed—in Afri-
ca because they’re of different tribes, in Bos-
nia and Kosovo because they were of dif-
ferent tribes and religions. So if in India you
can prove that people can lift themselves
from poverty and, at the same time, end dis-
crimination against women and their girl
children and learn to work together across
tribal and cast lines because of democracy,
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you will give the world the greatest gift it
could have now.

The only other thing I would like to say
is I believe that the computer will make it
happen more quickly if it is used wisely and
put in every village in this country. And I
think that those of us who would like to be
good partners and to help you must also lis-
ten to what you have said today.

The biggest public health problems I think
in India and many other countries through-
out the world are based on the fact that
there’s not enough clean water and too much
of the soil is washing away or blowing away
in the wind.

And the last thing I would like to say is
I hope you will not lose your enthusiasm and
your spirit when things don’t change as fast
as you would like. I know it is easy to get
discouraged. I know there is still injustice and
unfairness. But what you are doing is aston-
ishing. And you have a chance to overcome
problems that are still crippling other places
in the world more quickly because you have
these institutions of democracy. You must
believe in them and use them and not give
up when you’re frustrated and cannot suc-
ceed in a short time.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in meet-
ing room A at Nayla Village, near Jaipur. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the Mahavir Trust
Hospital in Hyderabad, India
March 24, 2000

Thank you very much. Good morning,
Chief Minister Naidu. Thank you for wel-
coming me today to your State and to this
magnificent city. Dr. Aruna, thank you for
your remarks and for your work. Dr. Kolluri,
to Ms. Rachel Chatterjee, the Minister of
Health and the other ministers of the Gov-
ernment that are here; to the staff of the
Mahavir Trust Hospital, I thank you all for
your dedication and for making me and our
American delegation so welcome.

I am honored to be joined today by my
daughter, by the American Ambassador to
India, Mr. Celeste, and his wife, Jacqueline

Lundquist; by the Secretary of Commerce
Bill Daley, and the Administrator of our
Agency for International Development
Brady Anderson; and by six distinguished
Members of our Congress: Congressman
Gary Ackerman and Representative Nita
Lowey from New York; Congressman Jim
McDermott from Washington; Congressman
Ed Royce from California; Congressman
Sheila Jackson Lee from Texas; and Rep-
resentative Jan Schakowsky from Illinois. We
are delighted to be here, and we are very
interested in what you are doing and im-
pressed. And we thank you.

We come today to celebrate a success story
and to join with you in meeting a new chal-
lenge. As Dr. Aruna said, the success story
is the virtual complete eradication of polio
from the face of the Earth. In 1987, India
reported 27,000 cases of this crippling dis-
ease. Today only 1,000 Indians are afflicted,
and as you have just heard, there are no re-
ported new cases this year.

India has collaborated in this effort with
Rotary International, with the Gates Founda-
tion, with UNICEF, the World Health Orga-
nization, and with the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, or AID.

I would like to say just a special word of
appreciation to our Agency for International
Development. It has meant a great deal to
America’s partnership on a very human level
with people all across the world and espe-
cially here in India. It has guided our efforts
to fight diseases that threaten children, to
launch the Green Revolution that helped
India achieve self-sufficiency in agriculture
and even more, to provide education, so that
parents in India and throughout the world
can determine the size of their families and
keep their children in school, and to support
great Indian universities, like IIT.

Now, we believe that USAID will be just
as critical and just as active as India and the
United States embark on a dynamic new
partnership, as we face new challenges, like
developing the sources of clean energy,
bringing the Internet to rural India so all its
children can reach out to the world.

So I’d like to say a special word of thanks
today to our AID Administrator, Brady An-
derson, and B.A. Rudolph and the other
members of the AID team who are here.
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